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• Rescues and Adoptions of homeless and for-
merly loved animals, primarily dogs, cats, and
horses

• SPAYUTAH! Lowest-costs on spaying and neu-
tering through participating ve terinarians

• Cat and dog behavior counseling
• Emergency pet-placement assistance for 

elderly and the terminally ill
• Fr ee humane-education presentations and 

lessons
• Speakers about animal issues
• Volunteer Opportunities: adoptions, educa-

tion, fostering
• "All for Animals" newspaper
• Legislative action and aler ts
• Animal advocacy

Office Tues. - Fri. 11-6, Sat. 11-3
880 South 500 West
Bountiful, UT 84010

Internet www.wasatchhumane.org
(Courtesy Xmission)

Horses At pr ivate foster homes

Programs & Services

W h e re  to F ind Us

• Mail P.O. Box 17891
Salt Lake City, UT 84117

• Phone (801) 299-8508
• Fax (801) 486-6210
•Email mail@wasatchhumane.org

H ow to Re a ch  Us

Wasatch Humane is a volunteer based,
non-profit organization dedicated to reducing pet
overpopulation, eliminating euthanasia as a
solution to pet overpopulation, and preventing
animal suffering in Utah. We work to accomplish
these goals through rescues, adoptions, low-cost
spay and neutering and humane education.

RECENT NEWS
•In the last few months Wasatch Humane
has investigated several cases of horse-
neglect, traveling to observe and photo-
graph them, then contacting the owners
and of fer ing help, either with educational
tips, advice, or offers to take the horses into
our program. You can help us: if you see
and observe horses that over time are
neglected or abused, please let us know.

•At auction, we have witnessed several
BLM wild mustangs being re-sold, some to
homes, some sadly to meat buyers. Per the
BLM’s adoption contract, adopters are not
to sell their mustangs. On days we are at
auction and see mustangs in the holding
pens, our volunteers will 1)remind USDA
brand inspectors to demand that sellers
provide titles proving their ownership.
2)photographing the freeze brands and fur-
nishing those to the BLM for follow up.

•Wasatch Humane hosted a booth at the
Utah Horse Expo in March and at the Wild
Horse and Burro Festival in May.

•We held our first horse-program volunteer
orientation in May, with dozens of prospec-
tive volunteers, farr iers, trainers and foster
homes in attendance.

•In April, our executive director and horse
volunteers attended a one-week session of
private lessons with three-star Parelli
Natural Horsemanship instructor Randall
Moore.

We each learned a ton of skills to help us
develop better, more natural partnerships
with our own horses, and to help Wasatch
Humane’s adoption horses, too!
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Who We Are and How We Help Animals
Wasatch Humane is Utah’s oldes t and larges t animal-rescue char ity, each year saving, neu-

tering, procur ing ve terinary care and finding homes for more than 1,600 dogs, cats, and horses. We
do not euthanize healthy animals. Donations are tax-deductible as allowable by law. All of our horses
are located in private fos ter homes throughout the area. Adoption fees range from $400 for pasture
pals to $750 or more for sound, gentled horses.To donate, adopt, volunteer, or foster, Please Contact:
Cheryl Smith, (801) 486-6210, Chery l@wasatchhumane.org

Thanks to Our Volunteers,
Fosters & supporters

A big, hearty THANKS to all of our
horse-program volunteers and supporters.
Thanks to each of our volunteers and donors
who make this program possible for Utah’s for-
merly lov ed and neglected horses: To Parelli
Natural Horseman-ship for donating two
Partnership Lev el and two Harmony Level edu-
cational kits, halters, lead ropes, 22’ foot lines,
two carrot s ticks, and hackamores; thanks to
Best Friends for networking with us and send-
ing refer rals of needy horses our way; to ve teri-
nar ians Charm Wr ight, Kim Henneman, and
John Martin; to farr iers Gene Ovnicek , Roger
Reese, Doug May, and Renee Banger ter; and to
foster homes Misti and Larr y Seppi, Linda
Schmidt, Carol Dalrymple, Misty Elam, the
Lumbus Family, Del and Becky Reid, Engracia
Daugher ty, and others. If you have room in your
hear t and home (or boarding stable) to love
one more temporar ily, please consider foster-
ing a horse. It’s a rewarding experience!

courtesy : Jerry Sintz/BLM/Salt Lake Field office

Important Websites
Parelli.com: teaching people to teach horses

hopeforsoundness.com

safergr ass.org

wasatchhumane.org

Please
Donate! 
Help us

Save
Horses in

Utah
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Calamity Jane (CJ) & Outlaw are two
pony/horse crosses that had never been
touched by a human in all of their five years.
Their owner was cited for having too many hors-
es, and he wasn’t feeding them enough. We
transpor ted them from central Utah to foster
homes in the Salt Lake valley , where they soon
grew fat and happy and loved the human atten-
tion they were getting!  Af ter many months of
rehab and TLC, each was adopted. Outlaw still
isn’t quite sure what humans expect from him,
so he is happy living out his life in a verdant pas-
ture, playing with others of his kind.

Then came Bert , an 18 year old Quar ter Horse
that had been used more like an all-ter rain
machine than a living creature most of his life,
working cows on a ranch until he became tired

and sore and s tarted bucking people off,
an obvious cry of “enough is enough.” A

thorough vet exam showed no
obvious physical reason for
him to be bucking people
off, other than general

soreness, from years of
being torqued and tugged

on.  We even had an equine
chiropractor give him an overall

adjustment and some supplements for his
aches and pains, which he seemed to enjoy.
Af ter several months in a fos ter home who pam-
pered and doted on him (he still loves people,
just prefers us to stay on the ground and admire
him from there!), he has been
adopted by a kind-hear ted man
who wants an easy-going, friendly
companion horse, not necessarily
to r ide.

We’ve found wonderful,
well-mannered, gentled-to-ride
horses at minimal cost at auc-
tions, too, and given a few of them
second chances that they all
deserve:

Gandalf the Grey is a 7 year old
gelding who was just a little shy
around people--but very sweet,
respectful and gentle-that we rescued in January
from the Weber Livestock Auction. Amazingly, we
were the only ones to even bid on this quie t,
kind horse, so we shudder to think what would
have been his fate if we hadn’t gotten him.  He
spent about two months in our foster program,
learning Parelli Natural Horsemanship’s 7
games from our volunteers, learning to trust that

humans are alpha leaders of the herd, and how
to yield from steady and rhythmic pressure…all
foundation skills and cues that he would imme-
diately come to understand and do with a rider
on his back. He now lives with a new human

family in Utah County.

Frodo and Bree (the hobbits)
were rescued from the Utah
Livestock Auction in Spanish Fork
in March. Bree was malnouri s h e d ,
v e ry depressed and we a k, and
c ove red with lice. When the auc-
tioneer  introduced the fra il, ema-
c i a ted little fi l ly  to the crowd, he
l o o ked r ight at us as  he imp l o re d
“ this little  gal needs a good lov i n g
h o m e .” She sold  to us for  just
$ 100. If we hadn’t bought her,

she would have ended up on th e
m e a t - b u yer ’s tru ck to Canada for s laughte r.
R ight away she and Frodo fo rmed a special
bond. We put them in the same fo ster home
to geth e r. They a te, slept and played to geth e r
as  though th ey’d known each other  all th e i r
l i ves. We hoped th ey could be adopted to ge th-
e r.  Our dream for them came true: The We b ste r
fa m i ly o f P leasant Grove fell in  love with th e s e

H A P P Y  T R A I L S

A  S u c c e s s  S t o r y  R o u n d u p

Gandalf



6

U TAH ANIMA L CRU E LTY LAWS : Among the We a ke st in the Na t i on

Hot Shot (Hottie) is being fos tered for us at
Camp Kostopulos, to whom he was donated to
be a therapeutic riding horse in 2002. His previ-
ous owner had used him for team penning. After
being caught in a fence and sever ing both ten-
dons in his right hind leg, however, Ho ttie’s
career was cut short. At f irst, Camp K used him
for light riding, allowing campers to r ide around
the proper ty on him. But the range of motion in
his leg has diminished and he protests when
people tr y to ride him now.  He enjoys living with
other horses (he is the dominant one in the
herd) and he ADORES people, alway s the f irst
horse to the gate to meet and greet visitors.  The
best home for Hot Shot will be one where he
could be a pas ture pal for one or more horses.
He also thrives on human contact and interac-
tion.  Ho ttie is a 10 year old gelding, dun Quarter
Horse.

Sammyis a tall, leggy re tired racing
Thoroughbred, great nephew to the legendary
Seabiscuit! He is about 26 years old, but still

has a lo t of life and spirit and companionship to
of fer someone as a pasture pal. His former
owner left him behind at a house she owned and
was renting out. The new tenants were thr illed to
have him and care for him, but then their lease
expired and they too had to move, leaving
Sammy…homeless.  He is being fostered in
Huntsville and is available for adoption.

Shandy came into our progr am in May. He is a
20 year old, very underweight horse, probably an
Appendix Quar ter Horse or Saddlebred. A neigh-
bor of the horse’s owner came to our booth at
the Utah Horse Expo in March, concerned that
the horse was so malnourished and weak that he
could barely stand up and wouldn’t survive past
spr ing. We contacted the owner with our con-
cerns for the horse and offers to help. The owner
said he’d “tr ied everything”, but the horse was
jus t chronically thin and wouldn’t gain weight,
even though he ate and ate. Three months later,
he contacted us saying he wanted to give us the

horse.  Renamed Shandy, this horse had an
abcess on one hoof, his feet were terribly long,
and as you can see he is awfully thin…but watch
our website for news of his rehabilitation and
progress. 

Durango is a handsome, four-year-old Mustang
gelding that we got from the Weber Livestock
Auction in May, one of several mustangs we’ve
seen go through the auctions: some to homes,
some to meat buyers, despite the Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) rules that state
adopters mus t never give away or sell their
“Living Legends.”  He is gentled to ride, a bit shy
of men (cowboy types in particular), but leads,
loads and stands very politely for vet and farr ier
care. In our program only two weeks, he was
adopted, to a lovely, gentle lady in Hooper. He
received a few weeks of Parelli ground-game
lessons with our volunteers, to help make him
the best, most respectful horse he can be and
help get his adoption off on the right s tart for
success.

UTAH laws to protect animals are among the
weakest in the nation and do nothing to protect
livestock, including horses, or to punish people
who intentionally are cruel to horses, including
the acts of “soring” the feet of gaited horses,
which silently occurs at some of Utah’s most well-
known barns. 

For example, men who slaughtered and mutilated horses on a Kane County
ranch would have been charged with felony animal cruelty and thrown in
jail if they’d committed their violent acts in practically any o ther s tate.
Instead they were given probation and fines. Our animal cruelty penalties—
Class B misdemeanor-- are grossly inadequate, even after years of work

from animal-protection groups like Wasatch Humane to tr y to s trengthen
them and make the penalty more f itting to the violent, anti-social nature of
the crime.

Gavin Ewell and Jeremy Katzenbach were charged with felony
mischief for basically what amounted to trespassing, but only a Class B
misdemeanor for slaughtering and mutilating living creatures! They plead-
ed guilty as charged, yet Judge David Mower suspended any prison term,
instead forcing them to write apologies and pay fines.  Consider ing the
unprovoked, violent, and egregious nature of their crimes, these men are
dangerous to society and it’s obscene that the judge didn’t treat them as
such by putting them in jail and thereby acknowledging the violence of their
crime. And it’s obscene that our state and socie ty obviously puts more
value on proper ty than on living creatures, since non-violent crimes against
proper ty are more harshly punished! 

Sammy Raja, with his adoptive mom Brooke who 
r ides Dressage with him.

Shandy

H A P P Y  T R A I L S
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By Misti Seppi with Charm Wright, DVM

hose of us who lov e horses want our
horses to have the bes t. That includes
feed. Horse owners spend hundreds of

dollars ev ery year in supplements to insure that
their horse has ev erything that he needs for a
gleaming coat, s trong hooves, supple muscles
and great health. Browsing through the horse
catalogs that come in the mail and a trip to
your local feed store only adds to the confu-
sion. What is the conscientious horse owner to
do? Supplement using the “shotgun”
approach, waste money, and either underdose
or overdose? Is there a better way?

There is a more accurate way. Most of
what your horse eats is hay; either gr ass or
alfalfa or some combination thereof. So s tar t
with a complete analysis of your hay. The
money you spend on the analysis is an invest-
ment that will be returned as reduced supple-
ment costs, as you will only supplement what is
missing, and better health for your horse.

The Analysis Lab at Utah State
University can per form a complete analysis.
This analy sis will include dry matter, protein,
acid detergent fiber (ADF) and all minerals. 
The form for submitting the hay analysis is
av ailable at www.usual.usu.edu/forms/feed-
form/2003.pdf 
Select Feed Test #3. The cost of the test is $45
payable with check or credit card.
You will need to sample 20 bales using a coring
device available from your county extension
agent. Combine the samples in a plastic
garbage bag and mail. It’s just that easy. You
will hav e the results back in a couple of weeks.

Once you have the analysis, compare
it to your horses’ nutr itional requirements
(based on lifestage) and supplement accord-
ingly. The f irst thing to notice is the
Calcium:Phosphorus (Ca:P) ratio. For every
gram of phosphorus ingested in the diet, the
body must match that with another gram of
calcium before the phosphorus can be
absorbed through the intestinal wall into the
bloodstream. If the required calcium is not
available from the diet, the body will obtain it
from wherever it can--- you do NOT want calci-

um being removed from bone, decreasing bone
integrity.

Are there any feeds that are already
calcium-phosphorus balanced for horses?
Most grass hays (with the exception of orchard-
grass) contain more calcium than they do
phosphorus. The same is true of bee t pulp,
though is NOT true of any grain product.
Therefore, regardless of the amount fed, feed-
ing a horse any combination of grass hays and
beet pulp will provide a balanced calcium-
phosphorus ratio, and is an excellent, low-pro-
tein ration ideal for horses. Corn or vegetable
oil can easily be added to the beet pulp ration
if more energy is needed, without upsetting
mineral balances. Alfalfa hays tend to be
excessively high in Calcium; providing a ratio
around 10-15:1. This can be balanced by sup-
plementing P or by feeding less alfalfa and
more grass hay. Recent research suggests Ca:P
ratios should no t be above 2.5 for growing
horses. Because of the dangers of an inver ted
C:P ratio, consult with your veterinarian prior to
star ting any P supplementation.

The purpose of calculating Ca:P a
ratio is to ensure that for every gram of phos-
phorus at least an equal amount of calcium (a
1:1 ratio or better) is being fed, so that calcium
isn't being continually drawn from bones. The
ideal levels are somewhere between 1.2-2
parts calcium to 1 part phosphorus. Although
horses can tolerate ratios of
up to 7 parts calcium to 1 par t
phosphorus, excessive levels
of calcium are also ill-advised. 

You can calculate
the Ca:P ratio of your horses
diet using the following calcu-
lations: Conver t the number of
pounds of each feed to kilo-
grams by dividing pounds by
2.2. 
Multiply these numbers by
both the calcium and phos-
phorus content from your hay
analy sis. For example, your
hay contains 0.30% calcium
and 0.19% phosphorus, so multiply the
amount fed in kgs by 0.30 = 0.021 kgs of cal-
cium. Multiply this number by 1000 to conver t
to 21 grams. Do the same to calculate the
phosphorus content of the hay; 7 kgs x 0.19 =
.0133 kg; multiply by 1000 = 13.3 gr ams. 
Now do the same for any other feed you pro-
vide to calculate both their calcium and phos-
phorus content. Add the two values for calcium
together.
Add the two values for phosphorus together.
Divide the total calcium by the total phospho-
rus. This gives you the amount of Ca per 1 P.

This is the calcium-phosphorus ratio if you fed
this ration. The ratio must be greater than 1:1.
Once you have determined the ration that you
will be feeding in order to balance the Ca:P
r atio, review the mineral content of the ratio
and compare to your horse’s requirements.
Then supplement your horse’s ration accord-
ingly. Remember to first discuss your horse’s
nutr itional needs and ration with your veterinar-
ian before making any changes.

Horses require the following vita-
mins; Vitamin A, Vitamin D, Vitamin E, Thiamin
and Riboflavin. The vitamin needs for mainte-
nance of mature horses will usually be satisfied
by high quality fresh forages. Horses receiving
hay for extended periods should receive sup-
plemental vitamin A and E. Vitamin A activity is
los t in hay during storage and vitamin E values
vary considerably among forages. Vitamin D is
provided by exposure of horses to sunlight and
by sun-cured hays. The B complex vitamins are
synthesized in the horse's digestive tract and
supplements are not usuall y needed for horses
consuming maintenance diets.

Sodium levels are below require-
ments in most feeds, so a source of salt should
be available to all animals. Fr ee-choice salt
containing trace minerals is recommended.
Exercising horses should consume 1 to 2
ounces of salt per day. Salt blocks are OK
although most horses tend to consume more

salt if it is available in loose
form. Do not feed salt blocks
manufactured for cattle or
sheep as they have different
nutritional requirements from
horses and may contain toxic
(to horses) levels of minerals.
Finally, follow these feed
rules. Feed at least twice a
day . Be consistent in the
amount and type of feed. If
you must change, change only
by 1/4 of the amount being
fed per day (this includes
changing hay). S tar t horses
on grass pasture slowly (15

minutes at a time) and do not let them out on
pas ture af ter a cold night. Avoid feeds contain-
ing molasses or other sweeteners (if you must
feed “sweet feeds” use it as a treat rather than
the mainstay of the diet) Make sure the horse
has salt. Provide a good source of water.
Control parasites. Ask an equine dentist to
check the teeth to see if they need floating.
Regularly monitor the weight of the horse using
a weight tape. Provide regular exercise. 

T

ADVICE ON
FEEDING

YOUR HORSE
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WANT TO HELP UTAH’S NEGLECTED
AND FORMERLY LOVED HORSES?
We Need You To:
FOSTER a horse or weanling or burro until it gets adopted (a few weeks or months)

V OLUNTEER to feed, water, socialize and gentle rescued horses using natural horsemanship meth-
ods (if you know and use Parelli Natural Horsemanship, we need you!)

LOC ATE and monitor horses in need in your neighborhood, who are unwanted or neg lected and
need our help to find new, loving homes

DONATE money, horse trailer, tack, hay, veterinary/farrier services, grain, supplements, fence poles
and panels, educational horse books and video’s, etc.

TRANSPORT rescued horses to vet clinics, farriers, fos ter homes. Tr anspor t hay.

TELL your friends, horse club members, local breed clubs and 4-H clubs: we need their help to
make Utah a better place…for the love of horses.

CONTACT US 299-8508 OR 486-6210 for a volunteer application.

Wish list for donations:
•Horse property: a few acres along the Wasatch Front, where our rescued and adoptable horses
can be sheltered and cared for in a central location, allowing oppor tunities for volunteers and the
public to come and meet them and interact with them.

•A used stock trailer (a truck would be nice, too, if you know of one needing a new home!) to have
on-hand, ready at a moment’s notice when we need to pick up a horse or two from auction, deliver
them to foster homes or vets; so we don’t always have to rent or borrow one or rely on volunteers
with busy schedules and time constraints when we need to drop everything and go to help a horse
in need.
•Panel fencing, to help foster homes with setting up quarantine space for a new horse.

(Why Utah Needs Better Laws for Animals 

from page 3)

"Animal abuse is not just the result of some
personality f law in the abuser, but a symptom of
a deeply disturbed family," says Dr. Randall
Lockwood of the Humane Society of the U .S.

As most of us know, companion ani-
mals are more than "just animals." In most
homes, they are full members of the family.
When they die or are hur t, we grieve for them.
Sociologists and health-care professionals rec-
ognize the power of the human-animal bond,
where petting or holding an animal can length-
en our lives. Animals comfor t the elderly, give
unconditional love, give companionship to the
lonely and depressed, and play with our chil-
dren. Passing laws to protect them from vio-
lence and unnecessary suf fer ing is the least we
can do for them.

To date, thousands of vo ters in all leg-

islative districts throughout the state have
signed our petitions calling for Animal Cruelty
Enhancements to be a ballot initiative for the
public to decide. Sadly, the Legislature and
Supreme Cour t killed that initiative effor t.
Although the pe tition signatures that you have
worked so hard to obtain cannot now be used
to put the issue of intensifying the penalty for
cruelty to animals on this November's ballot,
they CAN be used to show the Legislature the
degree of public concern and interes t in this
issue that exists. So now we need to launch a
new campaign: to find legislative sponsors to
present a felony-lev el animal cruelty bill in the

2005 session of the Legislature…one that also
recognizes horses as companion animals wor-
thy of protection agains t violence and neglect,
and that also allows livestock that ends up at
animal control shelters to be adopted or
placed into a rescue organization for adoption,
rather than require they be sold at public auc-
tion, which is now what the law dictates. In
short, Utah laws to protect horses in Utah are
inadequate and basically non-existent. Little if
anything can be done to help horses that
aren't being fed or sheltered or watered, short
of months of investigation and documentation
to build and f ile a case, where educating the
owners has failed. So in many cases, good car-
ing citizens often take it upon themselves to
pay for feeding, watering and caring for horses
that don't even belong to them, just so the ani-

mals don't suffer. You need photographs,
videotape and witnesses to document a pat-
tern of neglect has taken place. Then you need
a prosecutor who recognizes the seriousness of
it, willing to file charges. Then you need a court
order to remove the horses, but the owners will
have a chance to reclaim them anyway.
Neg lected horses will rarely be confiscated,
then by law they have to go to public auction
instead of being offered to rescue organiza-
tions or made available for adoption to quali-
fied homes.  Sometimes, it's effective to jus t
offer to pay the owner an auction-equivalent
price (horses are very cheap these days, in
times of poor economy and drought) to just
take their horses off their hands.
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